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Extra 

 On Saturday, April 4th, 2010   the Millennium Stu-

dent Center at UM-St. Louis was the site of the third 

annual University Level Japanese Speech Meet 

sponsored by the Japan America Society of St. Louis.  

The Speech Meet is open to all university students 

in the St. Louis area who are studying Japanese and 

gives them the opportunity to challenge themselves 

by putting their Japanese speaking skills to use in a 

public forum.  This year the Speech Meet welcomed 

students from Webster University, Washington Uni-

versity and UM-St. Louis and was held at the inter-

mediate and advanced levels.  The audience was 

treated to a variety of speech topics including 

dreams, public transportation, dating simulation 

games and club activities. Cash prizes were offered 

by the JAS and top prize in the intermediate cate-

gory was awarded to Kayla Strauss from UM-St. 

Louis, while the top prize in the advanced category 

was awarded to Eugene Kwon from Washington 

University.   Judges for the speech meet came from 

language faculty at all three institutions.  Promoting 

the study of Japanese language and culture is fore-

front in the mission of the Japan America Society in 

St. Louis and the support of events like the Japa-

nese Speech Meet certainly addresses that mission.  

Students in attendance were motivated by the hard 

work of the speakers and several expressed an in-

terest in taking part in the speech meet in the fu-

ture!  Additionally, building friendships and connec-

tions among the students and faculty at universities 

that offer Japanese language is an important facet 

of these community events, and everyone in atten-

dance seemed to reflect a feeling of friendship and 

international good will!   Thanks to the JAS of St. 

Louis the 2010 University Level Speech Meet was a 

great success. 

By: Elizabeth Eckelkamp, Professor, Associate Teaching, 
Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Mis-

souri-St. Louis    

2010 Japan America Society of St. Louis  

University Level Japanese Speech Meet  
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On March 1 at UMSL the Shinkansen (Japanese 
'bullet train') was put in a new perspective by two 
eminent speakers.   

Professor Naoyuki Agawa, a world class legal 
scholar, talked about his passion for trains, espe-
cially the Tokaido Shinkansen. He illustrated 
with pictures the historical background of the To-
kaido, the road that connected Kyoto and Tokyo 
(called Edo in those days), the capital of the sho-
gun.  The Shogunate  compelled all the feudal lords 
to travel back and forth between their dominion 
and Edo every other year. They traveled in a long 
procession involving a lot of people that created a 
string of post-towns, inns, bridges and other ser-
vices for travelers.  When Japan started building 
railways in the 19th century, it was to be expected 
that the main line largely followed that same route, 
from Tokyo to Osaka.  When the 'super express' 
was built in the 1960s the name stuck, Tokaido 
Shinkansen.  However, the need for speed meant 
that the new route was more straight, and in most 
places away from the old towns.  That created new, 
modern towns like Shin-Yokohama, Shin-Osaka and 
Shin-Kobe, expanding the old towns towards and 
around the new stations.  
 
Professor Tetsuo Fukuda is an 'industrial de-
signer'.  The Shinkansen is a marvelous piece of en-
gineering.  But that 'hard' aspect has been wrapped 
in the 'soft' beauty of design.  Professor Fukuda 
contributed many design elements to the new 700, 
N700 and 800 series adding to the functionality of 

the Shinkansen.  The new and elegantly designed 
curves of the front section improve air flow.  This 
allows for higher speed, lowers cabin sound levels 
and reduces the shock effect when entering a tun-
nel.  Special light effects make the passenger cabin 
seem higher, more roomy.  The overall design of 
seats and interior colors makes for a more relaxed 
and enjoyable traveler's experience.  The train con-
ductor's 'cockpit' is designed for simplicity and 
functionality, but also to improve alertness and 
safety.  Many people in the audience realized that 
the reason they enjoyed 
riding the Shinkansen 
was not just because of 
its superb engineering, 
but also because of the 
'magic' touch of indus-
trial designers like Prof. 
Fukuda. 
 
The US is exploring the possibilities of high speed 
train lines.  It may be costly and time consuming if 
the US were to re-invent all the technologies and 
design elements of the high speed train. Japan 
surely can contribute the long and flawless experi-
ence with the Shinkansen. 
 
A great evening! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By: Marc Vanacht, a member of the Japan America Soci-
ety of St. Louis  

 
Mr. Marc Vanacht yearly conducts Japanese cooking 
demonstrations at the Japanese Festival. 

Shall we take the train? 
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Fantastic Facts about Shinkansen -新幹線- 

Shin -新- means New 

Kansen-幹線- means Main Line as opposed to Branch/Feeder Line 
 
Operation started:  Tokaido Shinkansen ( Tokyo-Osaka ) October 1,1964 
The conventional Limited Express service took 6 hours 40 minutes. The Shinkansen made the trip in just 4 
hours, and further shortened to 3 hours 10 minutes by 1965.         
 
Total number of passengers from 1964 to 2009:  Approx. 9.2 billion 
In the Shinkansen's 45 year history there have been no passenger fatalities except suicides by passengers 
jumping both from and in front of moving trains. 
 
Number of runs: 362K per year 
 
Speed: 177.7 miles per hour (1979) 
Test runs have reached 275 miles per hour (1996) 
 
Average delay time per trip including weather related :  
Less than one minute 
 
Passengers per year ( 2008); 315 million 
 
Revenue per year ( 2008 ) : US$ 19 billion ( $1@100 yen ) 
 
CO2 emission comparison: Shinnkansen 1 : Airplane 5 : Automobile 7.5 
 
Competition with air: 
Because of scheduling frequency and flexibility, punctual operation, comfortable seats and convenient city
-center terminals, most travelers choose the Shinkansen 
over air if the Shinkansen connects two cities in less than three hours. 
 
Shinkansen technology outside of Japan: 
Taiwan, China, United Kingdom and Brazil 
 
Reduced travel time if high-speed rail becomes available in the U.S. 
                                                                        High S.R.              Automobile 
Detroit - Chicago (279 miles)                     2hrs.                     4hrs. 30mins. 
New York - Washington (225 miles)        1hr 30mins.         4hrs. 30mins. 
Orlando - Miami (264)                                2hrs.                     3hrs. 45mins.  
Los Angeles - San Francisco (382miles)   2hrs. 40mins       5hrs. 45mins. 
San Antonio – Tulsa (600 miles)               4hrs. 30mins.      9hrs.   
                                                                                                                                                                                   By: Y.S              
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Right after WW II Beate Sirota 
returned from the U.S. to Japan 
as the first civilian woman al-
lowed back during the Occupa-
tion. She worked at the Head-
quarters of the Supreme Com-
mander of the Allied Powers 
helping to draft the new Japa-
nese constitution in secret. Aged 
only 22 and fluent in Japanese 
she was the only woman in the 
room of the drafting committee 

for the post-WWII Japanese 
Constitution. Beate’s influence 
was instrumental in giving 
Japanese women equal rights. 
She wrote the section devoted 
to women’s rights and the 
family, and translated for the 
committee during the negotia-
tions with the Japanese gov-
ernment. Read more about 
this extraordinary woman on the 
extra page ……… 
 

Image: Beate -in center- with GHQ 

staff members in 1946  

Japan Night 2010 at UM-St. Louis welcomed over 100 

enthusiastic guests to the Pilot House in the Millen-

nium Student Center on the evening of Thursday, 

April 8th.   The Japan America Student Association 

(JASA), a student organization comprised of Japanese 

exchange students and UMSL students interested in 

Japanese language and culture, spent the past year 

planning and preparing for the big night.  Activities 

included origami, calligraphy, a performance by Ka-

zuko Rohrer-traditional Japanese enka singer, ike-

bana flower arranging demonstrations by UMSL’s Dr. 

Chikako Usui and Ms. Cecila Lindemann , a lively 

Taiko drum exhibition by the Osuwa Taiko group of 

St. Louis, and a surprise skit by Toru Uchikado and a 

group of exchange students.  Guests were also 

treated to a special boxed bento supper created es-

pecially for Japan Night by Seki’s Japanese restau-

rant.   Japan Night attracted UMSL students, area 

high school students and community members alike 

and everyone in attendance seemed to have a great 

time.  Mr. Yoshi Shibusawa from the Japan America 

Society assisted as the announcer for the enka per-

formance, and Ms. Kayla Strauss, president of JASA 

provided commentary throughout the evening.  The 

Center for International Studies at UMSL, the Student 

Government Association and the Seinen Kai of the 

Japan America Society provided significant financial 

support to make the event possible.  The motto for 

JASA is “crossing oceans, sharing cultures” and Japan 

Night at UMSL was a great example of bringing that 

motto to life! 

By: Elizabeth Eckelkamp, Professor, Associate Teaching, 
Foreign Languages and Literatures, University of Missouri-

St. Louis    

JASA Japan Night 2010 

Beate Sirota-Gordon, “The Only Woman in the Room”  


