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Greeting from the president, Chikako Usui 
 
As President of the Japan America 
Society of St. Louis, I would like to 
thank you for all the support you 
have given to us this past year.   
 

I  hope you will enjoy this edition  
of the newsletter that features ma-
jor events in 2010, including: Shinkansen (March); 
Speech Meet (April); Only Women in the Room (with 
Beate Shirota-Gordon) (April); Sake at Seki’s (June), 
Restorative Justice (July); Yakitori & Beer (August); 
Japanese Festival (September); Fund-raising golf 
event (September); JAS Annual Dinner (November); 
Harimaya Bridge Film event (November).  
 

We will plan interesting activities and work for the 
continued development of the Society.  I welcome 
your ideas, suggestions, and participation!!!   
  
 

With Best Wishes for a Happy 2011.   
Chikako Usui, President 

New JAS Board Member—Dr. Laura Miller 
 
Dr. Laura Miller came to UMSL in August 2010, where she is the Eiichi Shibusawa-
Seigo Arai Endowed Professor of Japanese Studies and Professor of Anthropology.  
 
She received her Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1988. After 
graduation from the University of California, Santa Barbara with BA degrees in Anthro-
pology and Asian Studies, Dr. Miller taught English and supervised an English language program for Tei-
jin Educational Systems in Osaka, Japan (1977-1981). She began teaching anthropology in the 1980s in 
Los Angeles, and has been a faculty member at several universities. At UMSL, she will teach new courses 
on Japanese culture and linguistic anthropology. 

Inside this edition: 
 
    Greeting from the President, Dr. Usui                1 
 
    New JAS Board member                                         1 
  
    Japan Tour                                                                  2 
 
    Japan Tour — Facility Notes                                 3   
 
    JAS in Review    
             - Sake at Seki’s                                                  3 
 
             - Beer & Yakitori Party                                   3 
                            
             - Restorative Justice                                        5 
 
             - Film Festival                                                    6 
 
             - JAS Annual Dinner                                         6 

Editor: Hiromi Kasuga 
Japan America Society Assistant 



DECEMBER-2010     P.2 

UMSL Study Abroad Summer Tour  -- JAPAN 
By Amy N. Perry 
 
We captured Japan in snapshots. Shepherded by our all-knowing ‘sensei’, this group of twenty-some-odd 
students paused at each stop long enough to steal a few photographs before moving on. In two weeks 
we saw more of this island nation than a casual tourist might experience in several months’ time. Armed 
only with our cameras and iron wills—and perhaps an onigiri rice ball snatched from the nearest 7-
Eleven—we mastered concrete jungles, steep inclines, subway lines, and steps.  Many steps. 
 
In Tokyo, we saw sumo wrestlers dance in sacred circles. Watched them 
advance, retreat, slap their hands, stomp their feet. School children 
cheered on their favorites, the ones they had seen on television commer-
cials and talk shows.  The backs of our tickets read “no gangsters admit-
ted”. 
 
In Nikko, we learned that you never say ‘kekko (I am satisfied)’ until 
you’ve seen Nikko. We walked the inclines of a small town swallowed in greenery, and navigated herds 
of tourists that wandered from temple to shrine. When a father set down his two-year-old daughter, 
dressed in her ‘Sunday best’ with a pink dress and matching bonnet, the crowds suddenly shifted course 

and swarmed to take pictures of the little girl. We watched, and snapped a 
few shots of our own. 
 
In Kyoto, we crossed wooden floorboards that whispered nightingale 
weeps. We saw Gion lit up for night time, and waited with bated breath for 
an errand-running maiko to shuffle past. Then, an explosion of camera 
flashes as people came down out of the woodwork, itchy trigger fingers 
snapping photo after photo.  The wisest geisha took cabs. 
 

On our free day, our class fractured into groups, with most of 
us taking the bullet train to Hiroshima. We took the ferry out 
to Miyajima, where a giant orange torii gateway loomed out 
of the sea, framed by a backdrop of rolling, tree covered 
mountains. Back on the mainland, we saw the charred husk of 
the dome that survived the atomic bombing. Life had grown 
up all around the dome, proof of the enduring resilience of 
the human spirit. 
 
In Nara, we found deer that bowed. Even so, signs posted all 

around warned in English and Japanese that the deer might kick, bite, or 
buck. They were, after all, still wild animals. 
 
Our last night in Japan, we sat around one long table and ate Italian pasta 
from communal plates. We shared stories, took group pictures, and be-
moaned the long journey home that lay before us.  
 

 
Continued on next page…. 
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And then we said goodbye. Calves aching, backs slouched, faces haggard, we ended our whirlwind tour 
with months’ worth of experience packed into fourteen days. We carried our stories with us in our 
memories.   Our memories, and our photographs. 

 
Note: Amy Perry is a candidate for an MA in Sociology at University of Missouri-St. Louis.  She partici-
pated in the study tour of Japan led by Professor Beth Eckelkamp in May 2010. 

Faculty Note 
By Beth Eckelkamp 
 
Dr. Nori Furuya, president of IGB Network and Visiting Professor of Japa-
nese Business joined me in leading the “Japanese Business and Society” 
study tour course to Japan in May of 2010.  21 students from UMSL joined 
us for a 2 week whirlwind of study and exploration, starting on the bus-
tling streets of Tokyo and winding up in Kyoto, the ancient capital and 
cultural heart of Japan.  Students experienced a Survival Japanese lan-
guage course,  company and agency visits including Canon company and the US embassy, campus visits 
to Rikkyo and Waseda universities in Tokyo and Kyoto Sangyo University in Kyoto, and numerous cul-
tural “field trips” including World Heritage sites in Nikko and Nara.    
 
The Japan Study tour takes place every other May and planning for May 2012 will soon be underway!  
Registration is available for both credit and non-credit options and is open to both students and commu-
nity members. 
 
 
Note: Beth Eckelkamp is Associate Teaching Professor of Japanese at University of Missouri-St. Louis. 

JAS 2010 EVENTS 

Sake at Seki’s (June 29, 2010) 
 

It was held at Seki’s Restaurant on Delmar. Chef Seki selected 7 brands of Japanese Sake 
produced from different areas in Japan.  They included: Otoko Yama (Hokkaido); 
Aramasa (Aomori); Nama Hage (Miyagi); O’oyama (Yamagata); Mine no Hakubai 
(Niigata); Harushika (Shizuoka); Ichinokura (Kochi).  This event has become one of the 
popular JAS events and 31 attendees really had a wonderful tasting of sake and food.    

 
Beer and Yakitori Party (August 30, 2010) 
 

On August 30, 2010 at Seki’s Restaurant, 35 attendees enjoyed four kinds of Japanese 
beer—Asahi Super Dry, Kirin Ichiban, Sapporo, and Sapporo Reserve—and yakitori. 
Yakitori is a Japanese type of skewered chicken—like a kabob. It is made from several 
bite-sized pieces of chicken meat, or chicken offal, skewered on a bamboo skewer and 
barbecued, usually over charcoal. Besides yakitori-chicken roasted on skewers, Chef 
Seki roasted other goodies on skewers. 
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Interacting with Strangers for the Common Good: Take a Leap of Faith 
By Laura McLaughlin 
 

In July, the JAS was happy to present the Restorative Justice program at the 
Greensfelder law firm with the Missouri Asian Bar Association. The program 
was about how the justice systems of Japan and the U.S. differ and, in particu-
lar, how victims and their bad actor (both strangers to each other) interacted 
and cooperated to resolve the victim's situation. In short, for the common 
good of the community.    
                                              
Interacting and cooperating with new people (strangers) is exactly what hap-

pened to JAS in developing and producing this program.  The idea for the program sprang from a JAS 
member reading a newspaper article about Professor Haley's interests in Japanese justice.  No one knew 
Professor Haley but he was willing to talk to us.  From there, we found someone at the St. Louis County 
Court system - Bonnie Miller - who is intricately involved in victim rights and restitution.  Ms. Miller give 
us her time and happily worked with us in developing the program.  Because of the connection with the 
legal system, JAS also sought out attorneys interested in either Japanese or the criminal justice sys-
tem.  This led JAS to meeting and collaborating with the Missouri Asian Bar Association (they didn't 
know we existed before, now they are active in our group).  The Mo. Asian Bar linked us up to Greens-
felder who generously offered to sponsor the program and provide lunch.    Strangers working with 
strangers for the common good.   Although our legal systems are very different, in my opinion at the hu-
man level - we are not so different.  The next time you have an idea, need advice or just want to learn, 
take a chance and give a stranger a call.  It may be the beginning to a really good relationship. 

Restorative Justice:  Lessons from Japan 
By Sarah Barnhart 
 
Are there more effective methods for reducing the high rates of crime re-
cidivism in the United States?  Can restorative justice methods used in 
other countries lower recidivism rates in individualistic cultures, such as 
the United States?  On July 28, 2010, Japan America Society of St. Louis and 
Greensfelder, Atterneys at Law addressed these questions to a packed au-
dience in the seminar, “Restorative Justice:  Lessons from Japan-How Coop-
erative Communities Can Reduce Crime.”   John O. Haley, William R. Orth-
wein Professor of Law at Washington University in St. Louis and Bonnie Miller, Restorative Justice Coor-
dinator from Family Court in St. Louis County presented the components of restorative justice and how 
methods from Japan’s restorative justice system may impact recidivism rates in America. 
 

According to Miller, restorative justice aims to identify and address needs of the victim and the victim’s 
family in a particular crime and hold the offender accountable for his or her actions.  In turn, the goal is 
to help offenders and their families to maintain their connections to the community and maintain family 
and community stability.  However, traditionally, the criminal justice system in the United States has fo-
cused on the offender; their legal rights, their acquittal or conviction, and their sentence.  The involve-
ment and satisfaction of victims has been largely neglected as the criminal justice system attempts to 
provide advocacy and resources needed to offenders even as the community may not feel safe. 
 

Continued on next page…. 



DECEMBER-2010     P.5 

Addressing Japan’s community-based restorative-justice system, Haley explained the emphasis on col-
lective working process, apology and forgiveness in Japanese society.  The attitudes of victims, their 
families and the community are taken into account, and they work together through the system to main-
tain the stability of neighborhoods and communities.  When offenders show true remorse, the charges 
may be dropped or the sentence reduced.  This system has led to lower crime rates as Haley illustrated 
with official crime statistics.    
 

One may wonder how this restorative justice system would play out in an individualistic country as op-
posed to a collectivistic country.  In the United States, the offender and legal institutions are the key 
stakeholders in criminal processes.  In Japan, the community becomes a part of the law enforcement, ad-
judication and correctional processes, with an emphasis on the offender’s integration into society.  
Through this encompassing process, the community, law enforcement officials, offenders, and victims 
work together and prevent crime and the recidivism of the offenders. 
 

Given its success in dealing with offenders and lowering recidivism rates, the restorative justice move-
ment and victim mediation programs have been implemented in other countries, including the United 
States.  Restorative justice strategies illustrate the impact relationships and reintegration of offenders 
into the community has on everyone—the victims, offenders, their families and the overall community.  
Maintaining peace is a communal process, whereby, law enforcement, the community, offenders, and 
victims work interdependently to prevent crime, reintegrate offenders, and reduce recidivism rates. 
 

 
 

Note: Laura McLaughlin is attorney in practice and is General Counsel at Logan College of 
Chiropractic in Chesterfield, Missouri.  Sarah Barnhart is a sociology student majoring 
criminal justice at St. Louis University.  

Japanese Film—The Harimaya Bridge 
 
As part of the St. Louis International Film Festival, the movie Harimaya 
Bridge was shown on both Saturday, November 20, and Sunday, No-
vember 21, at the Plaza Frontenac theatre.  The film won the Best First 
Feature prize at the 2010 Los Angeles Pan African Film and Arts Festi-
val. 
 
The movie was produced by a former JET participant and set in beauti-
ful rural Kochi prefecture, Japan. In both English and Japanese, the 
film tells a moving story of relationships and cultural acceptance.  
“After the sudden death of his estranged son in rural Japan, an Ameri-
can man must go there to claim some important family items. While 
there, he discovers some secrets his son left behind.” (IMDb) 
 
It was sponsored by the Japan America Society St. Louis, Consulate 
General of Japan at Chicago, and Japan America Society Women’s As-
sociation. Many thanks to Ms. Linda Austin who is a member of Japan 
America Society Women’s Association (JASWA)  for doing all the 
ground work for the film Harimaya Bridge.  

A scene from the movie  

Consul Tajima and JAS & JASWA mem-

bers at the International film festival 
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JAS Annual Dinner 
By Mike Kimzey 
 

Early in 2010, the Board of the Japan America Society was contem-
plating the changes at the former Sansui West Japanese Restaurant 
in Rock Hill - our restaurant of choice for our annual dinner.  Chef 
Hamamura had recently sold the restaurant to the partners of the 
Wasabi Sushi Bar - would the new management meet the standard 
of food and service as in the past?               
               
On November 11, 54 members, friends, and guests discovered for 
themselves and the answer was a resounding "YES".  A variety of 
culinary delights was enjoyed to the fullest. In addition to savoring 
the smorgasbord of delicacies, the Society conducted normal year-
end business, including but not limited to:  2011 Board and Officers 
election, Japanese Language School donation, Friendship Award 
presentation,  plus Mr. Sawada  from the Consul General's office in 
Chicago reinforced the continuing need to retain strong Japan-US 
relations.  
 
 
 

Prior to the dinner we listened to well known classic songs of Japan beautifully played on the violin by 15 years 
old Ms. Jecoliah Wang. She is a prodigy and began her training at age 6 under Mrs. Hiroko Yoshida. Ms. Wang was 
accompanied by Mrs. Yukiko Quattrocchi on the keyboard. The recipient of the JAS Friendship Award was Mrs. 
Hatsuko Eilers who, by herself, has presented the popular Kimono Shows at the Japanese Festivals for the last 25 
years. Many thanks go to Novus International, Inc. for their generous support for the Annual Dinner.                                                                                                   
By Hiromi Kasuga 

Jecoliah Wang and her violin teacher Hiroko Yoshida  

Hatsuko Eilers and Mike Kimzey 

Pictures from the Annual Dinner 


